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                      A Step to Cross-Cultural Communication

The Theme: A step towards cross-cultural communication;

Aim: to show the importance of art, literature and poetry for cross-cultural communication;

Objectives:  - to study the story by Guy de  Maupassant “the Necklace;  

                     -  to study Nesterov’s devotion to our Bashkir land;
· to understand Nesterov’s  respect for other painters’  creativity;

· to get acquainted with Aivasovsky’s creative activity and his greatest picture “The Ninth Wave”;

· to find the information about  William Terner’s life and his picture “Storm”;

· to find the lines  from Byron’s “Child Harold”  devoted to the sea and ocean;

· to compare      Byron’s lines to Levik’s Russian translation;

· to formulate the conclusion

Subject: most important values of the mankind

Object:  artists and poets’  description of the personal emotions
A Step to Cross-Cultural Communication

Bashkortostan is one of the most beautiful    and the most hospitable republics of the Russian Federation. Bashkir writer, poets, artists described and describe this land and the people at their creative work. This article shows some approaches to reveal   love for history and culture of our Motherland and to be ready for cross-cultural communication. Cross-cultural communication means the interchange of cultural and spiritual values of countries, the peoples, the  epochs.

             A person can learn to see and understand himself and others understanding and watching the surrounding us nature. Art is one of the meanings that can help a person to step to the formation and development   of culture of communication. Having walked through the halls of the Nesterov Art Museum, listening   to the guides and organizing   the same excursions, a young person becomes spiritually richer    and  begins   to experience the pride for the  Motherland and the   people.     The link with the past, the contact with painters through their pictures, the communication with the poets with the help of their verses lead people to  different levels of history, literature, poetry. Everyone can  watch and  admire nature from the point of view of the artists, poets, writers, to love the world being ready to speak about the masterpieces of different genres. 
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Bashkortostan is one of the most beautiful    and the most hospitable republics of the Russian Federation. Bashkir writer, poets, artists described and describe this land and the people in their creative work. This article shows some approaches to reveal the love to history and culture of our Motherland and to be ready for cross-cultural communication. Cross-cultural communication means the interchange of cultural and spiritual values of countries, the peoples, the epochs.
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A person can learn to see and understand himself and others understanding and watching the surrounding us nature. Art is one of the meanings that can help a person to step to the formation and development   of culture of communication. Having walked through the halls of the

the Nesterov Art Museum, listening   to the guides and organizing   the same excursions a young person becomes spiritually richer    and  begins   to experience the pride for the  Motherland and the  
 people.     


THE  ART  MUSEUM  CONTAINS  THE  WORKS  CREATED  BY  M.V.NESTEROV  AND  THE  COLLECTION  OF  WORKS  OF  OTHER  OUTSTANDING  PAINTERS.  THE  FIRST  APPROACH  TO  THE  WORLD  OF  ARTS,  THE  ACQUAINTANCE  WITH  THE  PLOTS  OF  SOME  PICTURES  AND  THE  UNDERSTANDING  OF  HISTORICAL  EVENTS  HELP  THE  PUPILS  TO  IMMERSE  INTO  THE  SOUL  OF  THE  PAINTER.  THIS  LINK  WITH  THE  PAST,  THE  CONTACT  WITH  THE  PAINTER  WITH  THE  HELP  OF  HIS  COLLECTION  GIVE  THE  POSSIBILITY  TO  UNDERSTAND  DIFFERENT  NUANCES  OF  LIFE, THE  BETTER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  DIFFERENT  LEVELS  OF  HISTORY,  THE  POSSIBILITY  TO  WATCH  THE  NATURE  FROM  THE  POINT  OF  VIEW  OF  THE  PAINTER .IT  HELPS  THE  STUDENTS  TO  LOVE  NATURE,  TO  LOVE  THE  WORLD  BEING  READY  TO  SPEAK  ABOUT  THE  PICTURES  THAT  ARE  UNDERSTOOD. 

 What is the most valuable thing of our life?  Values are relative.  What one person  considers  a  value,  another  may  not.  What  do  people  think,  what  do  people  feel  when  they  loose  their  valuable  things?  All these questions are very important for us  to  understand  what  aim  to  choose. The story  by  Guy  de  Maupassant " The  Necklace " helps us understand that not all the aims may help people  succeed.

     This story  is  about  a  young  girl  who  allowed  herself  to  be  married  to  a  junior  clerk.  But  she  always  had  a  sense  of  frustration  feeling  herself  borne  to  all  the  luxuries  of  the  world.  She  wanted  to  have  many  things,  many  evening  dresses  but  she  didn’t.  One  evening  her  husband  came  back  home  with  a  broad  smile  on  his  face  and  with  a  big  envelop  in  his  hands.  It  was  the  invitation  to  the  party.  But  she  looked  crossly  at  her  husband  and  declared  that  she  didn't  have  any  evening  dress  to  wear.  The  next  morning  Mathilda  went  to  her  friend  who  was  rather  rich  and  asked  her  to  lend  some  of  her  jewels.  It  was  a  wonderful  necklace.  So  Mathilda  and  her  husband  went  to  the  party  and  they  were  happy  greatly.  She thought  she  was  lucky.  But  when  they  returned  home  they  understood  that  the  necklace  had  been  lost.  They  were  poor,  very  poor  but  they  had  to  buy  another  necklace  to  replace  the  old  one.  And  the  next  10  years  were  spent  in  a  hard  labor  to  repay  the  debt.  At  the  end  of  the  story  Mathilda  met  her  friend  and  learnt  that  the  necklace  she  had  lost,  was  only  was  false.  So  she  ruined  her  life  and  that  of  her  husband  to  pay  for  one  thing.


But it is obvious that art, clever books, films are eternal 



    Artists, writers, designers created different things but hundreds, thousands, millions of people  enjoy  seeing,  reading, watching  or  using  them.  Looking  at  the  pictures  we  communicate  with  the  artists  and  we  may  communicate  with  our  friends  discussing  different  problems,  dealing  with  nuances  of  paintings.  We may  agree  or  disagree  but  we  communicate.



    Reading  a  book  we  communicate  with  the  writer  and  we  may  communicate  with  our  friends  arguing  about  different  questions.


Thus, we  may  say  that any art  is  eternal and valuable.  Art is  the  most  valuable  thing  in  the  world. One of the greatest artists of Bashkiria is M.V.Nesterov. 
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 MIKHAIL  VASILIEVICH  NESTEROV
The  picturesque  nature  of  Bashkiria  was  reflected  in  the  paintings  made  by  Nesterov.  He  was  the  first  artist  to  show  the  beauty  of  our  land.  Being  fond  of  Aksakov's  poetry  Nesterov  tried  to  create  pictures  describing  " his  wild  nature ".  His interest  in  the  Urals,  in  Bashkiria  was  natural.  Each  person  can’t  help  admiring  the  beauty  of  the  mountains,  the  rivers,  the  forests,  the  fields  and  the  lakes  of  our  land, Bashkortostan


   Nesterov was born in Ufa on the 31-st of May 1862 and he was bred in our city. His  youth  was  spent  here  and  he  made  his  first  steps  as  an  artist  watching  the  nature  of  Bashkiria  and  studying  the  customs  and  traditions  of  the  Bashkirs.


   Nesterov’s further  steps  as  a  painter  were  made  at  Moscow  School  of  Arts.  He  was  Perov's  student.  But he  often  visited  Ufa.  He  wrote  that  the  Urals  could  give  different  ideas  for  landscape  painters. M.V. Nesterov  presented  all  his  works  to  our  city Ufa  and  he  founded  the  museum  where  there  were his own pictures and collected masterpieces  created  by jther well-known  Russian  artists.  The  museum  was  founded  in  1919.  We  can  enjoy  seeing  masterpieces  created  by  such  well-known  artists  as  Kramskoy,  Makovsky,  Orlovsky,  Aivasovsky,  Savrasov,  Repin. Levitan, Shishkin  and  others.

   
There  were  30  paintings  by  Nesterov  in  the  Nesterov  Museum.  Now  there  are  87  pictures  made  by  this  wonderful  painter.  His  daughter  and  grand  daughter 
presented  their  collections  to  the  museum

. 
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 The picture "Aksakov’s  Motherland” is  devoted  to Aksakov .   Aksakov's  works  helped  Nesterov  to  understand  and  to  love  Bushkir  land,  they  helped  Nesterov  to  breed  his  daughters.  The  landscape  is  well-known  to  us: the  monument  to  Salsvat  Yulayev  is  situated  there  now.
…
    It  is  a  dull  autumn  day.  Nesterov   chose  such  a  day  because  his  inner  state  coincided  with  the  sadness  of  the  autumn  day,  with  the  grey  clouds  in  the  sky. He  was  going  to  leave  Ufa  and  that's  why  his  spirit  was  not  bright.

M.V. Nesterov respected other artists and collected  pictures created by them.


    Wonderful  masterpieces  created  by  Aivasovsky (1817-1900) are  incomparable  with  other  paintings.  He  was s  a  romantic person,  feeling  deeply  the  beauty  of  the  sea.  He was able to reflect its bright and picturesque  scenes.  His  masterpieces  are  deep  and  emotional;  they  are  emotionally  colored.  Aivasovsky was awarded a gold medal in France in  1843.  In  1844  he  came  back  to  Russia  as  a  well-known  master  of  paintings.  The  paintings  of  that  period  are  the  most  talented  ones. We can both see and hear his  pictures.  His  pictures  sound  in  the  scale  of  major,  i.e.  they  are  merry,  giving  high,  good  spirit. Aivasovsky  is  known  as  a  wonderful  painter  having  shown  the  sea  as  a  remarkable,  free,  never  conquered  force ( element ). And that’s why he was highly appreciated by Nesterov.


  Byron’s lines from “Child Harold” are very suitable to speak about the pictures created by Aivazovsky. 

Thou  glorious  mirror,  where  almighty's  form


Glasses  itself  in  tempests;  in  all  time


Calm  or  convulsed - in  breeze  or  gale,  or  storm


Icing  the  pole;  or  in  the  torrid  clime


Dark - heaving;  boundless,  endless,  and  sublime -


The  image  of  Eternity - the  throne


Of  the  invisible;  even  from  out  of  slime


The  monsters  of  the  deep  are  made;  each  zone


Obeys  thee;  thou  goest  forth,  dread.




Без  меры,  без  начала,  без  конца,




Великолепно  в  гневе  и  в  покое,




Ты  в  урагане - зеркало  творца




В  полярных  льдах  и  в  синем  южном  зное




Всегда  неповторимое,  живое.




Твоим  созданьям  имя - легион,




С  тобой  возникло  бытие  земное,




Лик  вечности,  невидимого  трон,




Над  всем  ты  царствуешь,  само  себе  закон.








( Translated  by  Levik )

The picture by Aivazovsky «The Ninth Wave” is considered to be one of the best pictures of the mankind.  It was created by the artist in 1848. Willyam Terner (1775- 1851) was also a person having devoted himself to the sea. His picture «Storm» was painted in 1830
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The Ninth Wave by Aivazovsky                                                                Storm by Willyam Terner          

It is obvious that these great artists of different countries, different cultures, different religions experienced the same feelings watching the sea in storm and in calmness.  Byron was able to express his attitude to the sea, to the ocean in words that can characterize and describe the greatest masterpieces made by the greatest marine painters. Alexander Ilyich Levik, our Russian poet and journalist was also impressed by the power of the sea and showed his feelings having translated Byron’s lines from Child Harold.

Conclusion.

It means that people of different countries, different talents, different interests can understand and appreciate eternal things and the main language is art, poetry, classical literature that strengthen cross cultural communication and understanding among people.
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